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DEBATE

Vincent Lelièvre 
Urban architect, planner and member of the Hauts-
de-Seine Architecture and Urban Development 
Board 

We have been waiting for a study on urban dynamic 
for several years. We are keenly interested in the 
concept of networking and relationships. These are 
priorities for the metropolis. Do you intend to update 
this research, to create an observatory to monitor 
mobility? You also mentioned the need to improve 
the quality of life. Will you be conducting an  
additional qualitative analysis? May we know the 
appeal factors for a company leader who does not 
have access to the 70 criteria? 

Philippe Matheron 

We have developed a working method and a series 
of tools to address the question of time dynamics. 
The aim is to be able to track the method over time 
and to update the indicators used. These are  
differentials, dynamic models which will be broadly  
disseminated. DATAR’s regional observatory will 
integrate this data on urbanisation and on metropoli-
tanisation. 

On the question of quality of live, our approach is 
not to provide a ranking but to enlighten decision-
makers on investment options and strategies. The 
merit of our work is make investors understand that 
Paris, Lille, London or Marseille are regions  
operating as networks. We are working with FI, an 
agency that promotes France abroad, so that their 
representatives can convey the message on net-
working between regions and on the complementa-
rity between their respective performances. 

Marie Deketelaere-Hanna 
Director of Paris Metropolis 

For those of you not familiar with Paris Metropolis, 
we are a union, a grouping of some 200 local and 
regional authorities in the Paris and Ile de France 
urban region at different levels of administration: 
local district level, regional level, communities of 
conurbations and departments. Our organisation 
was created some ten years ago when the elected 
officials of our regions came to realise that it was 
essential to develop towns in the interest of the 
different regions, not by creating a new institution 
from scratch or adding another layer of bureau-
cracy, but by beginning to share information on 
identified major challenges (social and regional 
cohesion, economic and environmental develop-
ment, different dimensions of sustainable develop-
ment). A long- system of governance for metropo-
litan areas with the potential to develop globally, 

with their wealth and problems of poverty and social 
divides was considered in the long-term.  

This approach led to the creation of a joint  
committee which today reviews housing issues, 
budget coordination and governance. The particular 
merit of today’s panel discussion is that the contri-
butors have given us French, European and  
Chinese perspectives that we truly need since it is 
simplistic to talk about going "from global to local or 
from local to global" but this is a deeply-rooted  
reality since we are working on all these scales. 
Often by looking elsewhere we can revisit our own 
reality. We are challenged by the trends taking 
place in other parts of the world. I would like to 
thank you for your contributions and to ask you a 
question as representatives of Ile de-France Europe 
in Brussels: how can we ensure this "competition" 
on a European scale and, at the same time, how 
can this cooperation exist between European me-
tropolises so that everyone is motivated, so that the 
network has appeal, that we promote them in the 
interests of their inhabitants and that we give them 
an international reach because, quite clearly, there 
are major gaps to be filled. In pursuing this  
approach, we need to ensure that Europe is socially 
cohesive and can develop economically. How does 
the Regio DG view this major question? Thank you 
all for your stimulating contributions. 

Kathy Pain 

I think your speech and what you had to say is very 
timely. Clearly, the activities in the core of Paris and 
the processes of expansion, global expansion in the 
wider region, really require a unified approach and 
policy networking across these regional boundaries. 
Clearly, firms in the advanced service sector are 
competitive in global markets but I do not really like 
the concept of regional, territorial, competition  
because I think it runs counter to the way businesses 
are operating in networks around the world.  So 
while they are competing in markets, at the same 
time, they are cooperating with each other. You 
have a labour churn, you have knowledge ex-
change, and you have people working together in 
global transactions, so even the boundaries of a 
firm are becoming very difficult to define. Therefore 
when we think about territories like Paris or Ile-de-
France, or France itself as a nation State, it would 
be better to speak about place relationships without 
reference to that word "competition". This should 
move out of the spectrum in order to keep abreast 
of spatial complementarities associated with rela-
tional changes in the world of cities, networks and 
business. 


